
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

§703.3 Grant Applications 

(a) The Institute shall accept Grant Applications for Cancer Research and Cancer Prevention 

programs to be funded by the Cancer Prevention and Research Fund or the proceeds of general 

obligation bonds issued on behalf of the Institute in response to standard format Requests for 

Applications issued by the Institute. 

(b) Each Request for Applications shall be publicly available through the Institute's Internet 

website. The Institute reserves the right to modify the format and content requirements for the 

Requests for Applications from time to time. Notice of Any modifications will be announced and 

available through the Institute's Internet website. The Request for Applications shall: 

  (1) Include guidelines for the proposed projects and may be accompanied by instructions 

provided by the Institute. 

  (2) State the criteria to be used during the Grant Review Process to evaluate the merit of the 

Grant Application, including guidance regarding the range of possible scores. 

    (A) The specific criteria and scoring guidance shall be developed by the Chief Program 

Officer in consultation with the Review Council. 

    (B) When the Institute will use a preliminary evaluation process as described in §703.6 of this 

chapter (relating to Grant Review Process) for the Grant Applications submitted pursuant to a 

particular Grant Mechanism, the Request for Applications shall state the criteria and Grant 

Application components to be included in the preliminary evaluation. 

  (3) Specify limits, if any, on the number of Grant Applications that may be submitted by an 

entity for a particular Grant Mechanism to ensure timely and high-quality review when a large 

number of Grant Applications are anticipated. 

(c) Requests for Applications for Cancer Research and Cancer Prevention projects issued by the 

Institute may address, but are not limited to, the following areas: 

  (1) Basic research; 

  (2) Translational research, including proof of concept, preclinical, and Product Development 

activities; 

  (3) Clinical research; 

  (4) Population based research; 

  (5) Training; 
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  (6) Recruitment to the state of researchers and clinicians with innovative Cancer Research 

approaches; 

  (7) Infrastructure, including centers, core facilities, and shared instrumentation; 

  (8) Implementation of the Texas Cancer Plan; and 

  (9) Evidence based Cancer Prevention education, outreach, and training, and clinical programs 

and services. 

(d) An otherwise qualified applicant is eligible solely for the Grant Mechanism specified by the 

Request for Applications under which the Grant Application was submitted. 

(e) The Institute may limit the number of times a Grant Application not recommended for a 

Grant Award during a previous Grant Review Cycle may be resubmitted in a subsequent Grant 

Review Cycle. The Request for Applications will state the resubmission guidelines, including 

specific instructions for resubmissions. 

(f) Failure to comply with the material and substantive requirements set forth in the Request for 

Applications may serve as grounds for disqualification from further consideration of the Grant 

Application by the Institute. A Grant Application determined by the Institute to be incomplete or 

otherwise noncompliant with the terms or instructions set forth by the Request for Applications 

shall not be eligible for consideration of a Grant Award. 

(g) Only those Grant Applications submitted via the designated electronic portal designated by 

the Institute by the deadline, if any, stated in the Request for Applications shall be eligible for 

consideration of a Grant Award. 

  (1) Nothing herein shall prohibit the Institute from extending the submission deadline for one or 

more Grant Applications upon a showing of good cause, as determined by the Chief Program 

Officer. 

  (2) A request to extend the Grant Application submission deadline must be in writing and sent 

to the CPRIT Helpdesk via electronic mail, within 24 hours of the submission deadline. 

  (3) The Institute shall document any deadline extension granted, including the good cause for 

extending the deadline and will cause the documentation to be maintained as part of the Grant 

Review Process records. 

(h) The Grant Applicant shall certify that it has not made and will not make a donation to the 

Institute or any foundation created to benefit the Institute. 

  (1) Grant Applicants that make a donation to the Institute or any foundation created to benefit 

the Institute on or after June 14, 2013, are ineligible to be considered for a Grant Award. 

  (2) For purposes of the required certification, the Grant Applicant includes the following 

individuals or the spouse or dependent child(ren) of the following individuals: 
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    (A) the Principal Investigator, Program Director, or Company Representative; 

    (B) a Senior Member or Key Personnel listed on the Grant Application; and 

    (C) an officer or director of the Grant Applicant. 

  (3) Notwithstanding the foregoing, one or more donations exceeding $500 by an employee of a 

Grant Applicant not described by paragraph (2) of this subsection shall be considered to be made 

on behalf of the Grant Applicant for purposes of the certification. 

  (4) The certification shall be made at the time the Grant Application is submitted. 

  (5) The Chief Compliance Officer shall compare the list of Grant Applicants to a current list of 

donors to the Institute and any foundation created to benefit the Institute. 

  (6) To the extent that the Chief Compliance Officer has reason to believe that a Grant Applicant 

has made a donation to the Institute or any foundation created to benefit the Institute, the Chief 

Compliance Officer shall seek information from the Grant Applicant to resolve any issue. The 

Grant Application may continue in the Grant Review Process during the time the additional 

information is sought and under review by the Institute. 

  (7) If the Chief Compliance Officer determines that the Grant Applicant has made a donation to 

the Institute or any foundation created to benefit the Institute, then the Institute shall take 

appropriate action. Appropriate action may entail: 

    (A) Withdrawal of the Grant Application from further consideration; or 

    (B) Return of the donation, if the return of the donation is possible without impairing Institute 

operations. 

  (8) If the donation is returned to the Applicant, then the Grant Application is eligible to be 

considered for a Grant Award. 

(i) Grant Applicants shall identify by name all sources of funding contributing to the project 

proposed for a Grant Award. A Grant Applicant for a Product Development Research Grant 

Award must provide a capitalization table that includes those individuals or entities that have an 

investment, stock or rights in the company. The Institute shall make the information provided by 

the Grant Applicant available to Scientific Research and Prevention Programs Committee 

members, Institute employees, independent contractors participating in the Grant Review 

Process, Program Integration Committee Members and Oversight Committee Members for 

purposes of identifying potential Conflicts of Interest prior to reviewing or taking action on the 

Grant Application. The information shall be maintained in the Institute's Grant Review Process 

records. 

(j) A Grant Applicant shall indicate if the Grant Applicant is currently ineligible to receive 

Federal or State grant funds due to debarment or suspension or if the Grant Applicant has had a 

grant terminated for cause within five years prior to the submission date of the Grant 
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Application. For purposes of the provision, the term Grant Applicant includes the personnel, 

including collaborators or contractors, who will be working on the Grant Award. A Grant 

Applicant is not eligible to receive a Grant Award if the Grant Applicant is debarred, suspended, 

ineligible or otherwise excluded from participation in a federal or state grant award. 

(k) The Institute may require each Grant Applicant for a Cancer Research Grant Award for 

Product Development to submit an application fee. 

  (1) The Chief Executive Officer shall adopt a policy regarding the application fee amount. 

  (2) The Institute shall use the application fee amounts to defray the Institute's costs associated 

with the Product Development review processes, including due diligence and intellectual 

property reviews, as specified in the Request for Application. 

  (3) Unless a request to submit the fee after the deadline has been approved by the Institute, the 

Institute may administratively withdraw a Grant Application if the application review fee is not 

received by the Institute within seven business days of the Grant Application submission 

deadline. 

  (4) Upon a written request from the Grant Applicant, the Institute may refund the application 

fee to the Grant Applicant if the Grant Applicant withdraws the Grant Application or the Grant 

Application is otherwise removed from the Grant Review Process prior to the review of the 

Grant Application by the Scientific Research and Prevention Programs Committees. The 

Institute's decision regarding return of the application fee is final. 

(l) During the course of administrative review of the Grant Application, the Institute may contact 

the Grant Applicant to seek clarification on information provided in the Grant Application or to 

request additional information if such information clarifies the Grant Application. The Institute 

shall keep a record of requests made under this subsection for review by the Chief Compliance 

Officer. 

§ 703.10 Awarding Grants by Contract 

(a) The Oversight Committee shall negotiate on behalf of the state regarding the awarding of 

grant funds and enter into a written contract with the Grant Recipient. 

(b) The Oversight Committee may delegate Grant Contract negotiation duties to the Chief 

Executive Officer and the General Counsel for the Institute. The Chief Executive Officer may 

enter into a written contract with the Grant Recipient on behalf of the Oversight Committee. 

(c) The Grant Contract shall include the following provisions: 

  (1) If any portion of the Grant Contract has been approved by the Oversight Committee to be 

used to build a capital improvement, the Grant Contract shall specify that: 

    (A) The state retains a lien or other interest in the capital improvement in proportion to the 

percentage of the Grant Award amount used to pay for the capital improvement; and 
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    (B) If the capital improvement is sold, then the Grant Recipient agrees to repay to the state the 

Grant Award used to pay for the capital improvement, with interest, and share with the state a 

proportionate amount of any profit realized from the sale; 

  (2) Terms relating to Intellectual Property Rights and the sharing with the Institute of revenues 

generated by the sale, license, or other conveyance of such Project Results consistent with the 

standards established by this chapter; 

  (3) Terms relating to publication of materials created with Grant Award funds or related to the 

Cancer Research or Cancer Prevention project that is the subject of the Grant Award, including 

an acknowledgement of Institute funding and copyright ownership, if applicable; 

  (4) Repayment terms, including interest rates, to be enforced if the Grant Recipient has not used 

Grant Award funds for the purposes for which the Grant Award was intended; 

  (5) A statement that the Institute does not assume responsibility for the conduct of the Cancer 

Research or Cancer Prevention project, and that the conduct of the project and activities of all 

investigators are under the scope and direction of the Grant Recipient; 

  (6) A statement that the Cancer Research or Cancer Prevention project is conducted with full 

consideration for the ethical and medical implications of the project and that the project will 

comply with all federal and state laws regarding the conduct of the Cancer Research or 

Prevention project; 

  (7) Terms related to the Standards established by the Oversight Committee in Chapter 701 of 

this title (relating to Policies and Procedures) to ensure that Grant Recipients, to the extent 

reasonably possible, demonstrate good faith effort to purchase goods and services for the Grant 

Award project from suppliers in this state and from historically underutilized businesses as 

defined by Chapter 2161, Texas Government Code, and any other state law; 

  (8) An agreement by the Grant Recipient to submit to regular inspection reviews of the Grant 

Award project by Institute staff during normal business hours and upon reasonable notice to 

ensure compliance with the terms of the Grant Contract and continued merit of the project; 

  (9) An agreement by the Grant Recipient to submit Grant Progress Reports to the Institute on a 

schedule specified by the Grant Contract that include information on a grant-by-grant basis 

quantifying the amount of additional research funding, if any, secured as a result of Institute 

funding; 

  (10) An agreement that, to the extent possible, the Grant Recipient will evaluate whether any 

new or expanded preclinical testing, clinical trials, Product Development, or manufacturing of 

any real or intellectual property resulting from the award can be conducted in this state, including 

the establishment of facilities to meet this purpose; 

  (11) An agreement that the Grant Recipient will abide by the Uniform Grant Management 

Standards (UGMS) adopted by the Governor's Office, if applicable unless one or more standards 

conflicts with a provision of the Grant Contract, Chapter 102, Texas Health and Safety Code, or 
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the Institute's administrative rules. Such interpretation of the Institute rules and UGMS shall be 

made by the Institute; 

  (12) An agreement that the Grant Recipient is under a continuing obligation to notify the 

Institute of any adverse conditions that materially impact milestones and objectives included in 

the Grant Contract; 

  (13) An agreement that the design, conduct, and reporting of the Cancer Research or Prevention 

project will not be biased by conflicting financial interest of the Grant Recipient or any 

individuals associated with the Grant Award. This duty is fulfilled by certifying that an 

appropriate written, enforced Conflict of Interest policy governs the Grant Recipient. 

  (14) An agreement regarding the amount, schedule, and requirements for payment of Grant 

Award funds, if such advance payments are approved by the Oversight Committee in accordance 

with this chapter. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Institute may require that up to ten percent 

of the final tranche of funds approved for the Grant Award must be expended on a 

reimbursement basis. Such reimbursement payment shall not be made until close out documents 

described in this section and required by the Grant Contract have been submitted and approved 

by the Institute; 

  (15) An agreement to provide quarterly Financial Status Reports and supporting documentation 

for expenses submitted for reimbursement or, if appropriate, to demonstrate how advanced funds 

were expended; 

  (16) A statement certifying that, as of June 14, 2013, the Grant Recipient has not made and will 

not make a contribution, during the term of the Grant Contract, to the Institute or to any 

foundation established specifically to support the Institute; 

  (17) A statement specifying the agreed effective date of the Grant Contract and the period in 

which the Grant Award funds must be spent. If the effective date specified in the Grant Contract 

is different from the date the Grant Contract is signed by both parties, then the effective date 

shall control; 

  (18) A statement providing for reimbursement with Grant Award funds of expenses made prior 

to the effective date of the Grant Contract at the discretion of the Institute. Pre-contract 

reimbursement shall be made only in the event that: 

    (A) The expenses are allowable pursuant to the terms of the Grant Contract; 

    (B) The request is made in writing by the Grant Recipient and approved by the Chief 

Executive Officer; and 

    (C) The expenses to be reimbursed were incurred on or after the date the Grant Award 

recommendation was approved by the Oversight Committee. 

  (19) Requirements for closing out the Grant Contract at the termination date, including the 

submission of a Financial Status Report, a final Grant Progress Report, a equipment inventory, a 
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HUB and Texas Business report, a revenue sharing form, a single audit determination report 

form and a list of contractual terms that extend beyond the termination date; 

  (20) A certification of dedicated Matching Funds equal to one-half of the amount of the 

Research Grant Award that includes the name of the Research Grant Award to which the 

matching funds are to be dedicated, as specified in Section §703.11 of this chapter (relating to 

Requirement to Demonstrate Available Funds for Cancer Research Grants); 

  (21) The project deliverables as described by the Grant Application and stated in the Scope of 

Work for the Grant Contract reflecting modifications, if any, approved during the Peer Review 

process or during Grant Contract negotiation; and 

  (22) An agreement that the Grant Recipient shall notify the Institute and seek approval for a 

change in effort for any of the Senior Members or Key Personnel of the research or prevention 

team listed on the Grant Application, including any proposed temporary leave of absence of a 

Principal Investigator, Program Director, or Company Representative.  

  (23) An agreement that the Grant Recipient is legally responsible for the integrity of the fiscal 

and programmatic management of the organization. 

  (24) An agreement that the Grant Recipient is responsible for the actions of its employees and 

other research collaborators, including third parties, involved in the project. The Grant Recipient 

is responsible for enforcing its standards of conduct, taking appropriate action on individual 

infractions, and, in the case of financial conflict of interest, informing the Institute if the 

infraction is related to a Grant Award. 

(d) The Grant Recipient's failure to comply with the terms and conditions of the Grant Contract 

may result in termination of the Grant Contract pursuant to the process prescribed in the Grant 

Contract and trigger repayment of the Grant Award funds 

§703.14 Termination, Extension, Close Out of Grant Contracts, and De-Obligation of 

Grant Award Funds 

(a) The termination date of a Grant Contract shall be the date stated in the Grant Contract, 

except: 

  (1) The Chief Executive Officer may elect to terminate the Grant Contract earlier because the 

Grant Recipient has failed to fulfill contractual obligations, including timely submission of 

required reports or certifications; 

  (2) The Institute terminates the Grant Contract because funds allocated to the Grant Award are 

reduced, depleted, or unavailable during the award period, and the Institute is unable to obtain 

additional funds for such purposes; or 

  (3) The Institute and the Grant Recipient mutually agree to terminate the Grant Contract earlier. 
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(b) If the Institute elects to terminate the Grant Contract pursuant to subsection (a)(1) or (2) of 

this section, then the Chief Executive Officer shall notify the Grant Recipient in writing of the 

intent to terminate funding at least thirty (30) days before the intended termination date. The 

notice shall state the reasons for termination, and the procedure and time period for seeking 

reconsideration of the decision to terminate. Nothing herein restricts the Institute's ability to 

terminate the Grant Contract immediately or to seek additional remedies if justified by the 

circumstances of the event leading to early termination. 

(c) The Institute may approve the Grant Recipient's written request to extend the termination date 

of the Grant Contract to permit the Grant Recipient additional time to complete the work of the 

project. 

  (1) A no cost extension may be granted if the Grant Recipient is in good fiscal and 

programmatic standing. The Institute's decision to approve or deny a no cost extension request is 

final. 

  (2) The Grant Recipient may request a no cost extension no earlier than 180 days and no later 

than thirty (30) days prior to the termination date of the Grant Contract. 

    (A) If a Grant Recipient fails to request a no cost extension within the required timeframe, the 

Grant Recipient may petition the Chief Executive Officer in writing to consider the no cost 

extension. The Grant Recipient's petition must show good cause for failing to submit the request 

within the timeframe specified in subsection (c) of this section. 

    (B) Upon a finding of good cause, the Chief Executive Officer may consider the request. If a 

no cost extension request is approved under this subsection, the Chief Executive Officer must 

notify the Oversight Committee in writing and provide justification for the approval. 

  (3) The Institute may approve one or more no cost extensions. The duration of each no cost 

extension may be no longer than six months from the termination date of the Grant Contract, 

unless the Institute finds that special circumstances justify authorizing additional time to 

complete the work of the project. 

    S(A) The Grant Recipient's first no cost extension that is less than or equal to six months will 

be approved so long as the Grant Recipient is in good fiscal and programmatic standingU.   

    S(B)S If a grant recipient requests a second no cost extension or requests a no cost extension 

greater than six months, the grantee must provide good cause for approving the request. 

  (4) If the Institute approves the request to extend the termination date of the Grant Contract, 

then the termination date shall be amended to reflect the change. 

  (5) Nothing herein prohibits the Institute and the Grant Recipient from taking action more than 

180 days prior to the termination date of the Grant contract to extend the termination date of the 

Grant Contract. Approval of an extension must be supported by a finding of good cause and the 

Grant Contract shall be amended to reflect the change. 
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(d) The Grant Recipient must submit a final Financial Status Report and final Grant Progress 

Report as well as any other required reports as specified in the Grant Contract. For purposes of 

this rule, the final Grant Progress Report and other required reports shall be collectively referred 

to as "close out documents." 

  (1) The final Financial Status Report shall be submitted to the Institute within ninety (90) days 

of the end of the state fiscal quarter that includes the termination date of the Grant Contract. The 

Grant Recipient's failure to submit the Financial Status report within thirty (30) days following 

the due date specified in this subsection will waive reimbursement of project costs incurred 

during the reporting period. The Institute may approve additional time to submit the final 

Financial Status Report if the Grant Recipient can show good cause for failing to timely submit 

the final Financial Status Report. 

  (2) Close out documents must be submitted within ninety (90) days of the termination date of 

the Grant Contract. The final reimbursement payment shall not be made until all close out 

documents have been submitted and approved by the Institute. Failure to submit one or more 

close out documents within 180 days of the Grant Contract termination date shall result in the 

Grant Recipient being ineligible to receive new Grant Awards or continuation Grant Awards 

until such time that the close out documents are submitted unless the Institute waives the final 

submission of close out documents by the Grant Recipient. 

    (A) Approval of the Grant Recipient's request to waive the submission of close out documents 

is at the discretion of the Institute. Such approval must be granted by the Chief Executive 

Officer. 

    (B) The Oversight Committee shall be notified in writing of the Grant Recipient's waiver 

request and the Chief Executive Officer's decision to approve or reject the waiver request. 

    (C) Unless the Oversight Committee votes by a simple majority of members present and able 

to vote to overturn the Chief Executive Officer's decision regarding the waiver, the Chief 

Executive Officer's decision shall be considered final. 

(e) The Institute may make upward or downward adjustments to the Allowable Costs requested 

by the Grant Recipient within ninety (90) days following the approval of the close out reports or 

the final Financial Status Report, whichever is later. 

(f) Nothing herein shall affect the Institute's right to disallow costs and recover Grant Award 

funds on the basis of a later audit or other review or the Grant Recipient's obligation to return 

Grant Award funds owed as a result of a later refund, correction, or other transaction. 

(g) Any Grant Award funds paid to the Grant Recipient in excess of the amount to which the 

Grant Recipient is finally determined to be entitled under the terms of the Grant Contract 

constitute a debt to the state. If not paid within a reasonable period after demand, the Institute 

may reduce the debt owed by: 

  (1) Making an administrative offset against other requests for reimbursements; 
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  (2) Withholding advance payments otherwise due to the Grant Recipient; or 

  (3) Other action permitted by law. 

(h) Grant Award funds approved by the Oversight Committee and specified in the Grant Contract 

but not spent by the Grant Recipient at the time that the Grant Contract is terminated are 

considered de-obligated for the purposes of calculating the maximum amount of annual Grant 

Awards and the total amount authorized by Section 67, Article III, Texas Constitution. Such de-

obligated funds are available for all purposes authorized by the statute. 

(i) If a deadline set by this rule falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or federal holiday as designated by 

the U.S. Office of Personnel Management, the required filing may be submitted on the next 

business day. The Institute will not consider a required filing delinquent if the Grant Recipient 

complies with this subsection. 

§703.25 Grant Award Budget 

(a) The Grant Contract shall include an Approved Budget that reflects the amount of the Grant 

Award funds to be spent for each Project Year. 

(b) All expenses charged to a Grant Award must be budgeted and reported in the appropriate 

budget category. 

(c) Actual expenditures under each category should not exceed budgeted amounts authorized by 

the Grant Contract as reflected on the Approved Budget for each Grant Award. 

(d) Recipients may make transfers between or among lines within budget categories listed on the 

Approved Budget so long as the transfer fits within the scope of the Grant Contract and the total 

Approved Budget; is beneficial to the achievement of project objectives; and is an efficient, 

effective use of Grant Award funds. 

(e) Except as provided herein, Aall budget changes or transfers require Institute approval, except 

that the Grant Recipient may make budget changes or transfers without prior approval from the 

Institute for expenses not specified in the equipment category if: 

  (1) The total dollar amount of all changes of any single line item (individually and in the 

aggregate) within budget categories other than equipment is not more than 10% of the amount in 

that line item; 

  (2) The transfer will not increase or decrease the total grant budget; and 

  (3) The transfer will not materially change the nature, performance level, or scope of the 

project. 

(1) The Grant Recipient may make budget changes or transfers without prior approval from the 

Institute for expenses not specified in the equipment category if: 
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(a) The total dollar amount of all changes of any single line item (individually and in the 

aggregate) within budget categories other than equipment is 10% or less of the total 

budget for the applicant grant year; 

(b) The transfer will not increase or decrease the total grant budget; and 

(c) The transfer will not materially change the nature, performance level, or scope of the 

project. 

(2) The Institute may reverse one or more budget changes or transfers under subsection (1) if 

the Institute determines that the Grant Recipient made multiple individual budget changes or 

transfers within the same category that, if considered together, would require Institute 

approval. 

 (f) A Grant Recipient awarded a Grant Award for a multiyear project that fails to expend the 

total Project Year budget may carry forward the unexpended budget balance to the next Project 

Year. 

  (1) If the amount of the unexpended balance for a budget line item in a Project Year exceeds 

twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the total budget line item amount for that year, Institute 

approval is required before the Grant Recipient may carry forward the unexpended balance to the 

next Project Year. 

  (2) For a budget carry forward requiring Institute approval, the Grant Recipient must provide 

justification for why the total Grant Award amount should not be reduced by the unexpended 

balance. 
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