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Men’s spring fashion starts
from the ground up with the
most traditional of classic

shoes: wingtips.
STORY ON PAGE E1
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AEROSIN
THELEAD

The Aeros beat
Binghamton 2-1
in Game 3 of the
Calder Cup and
snag a one-game
edge in the series.
PAGE C1
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An expert
offers a little
guidance on how to
attract the ladies.
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SUMMER FEST

What bands to see this
weekend — and where to
recharge afterward. paGes F15-19

CITYATTR
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NEAL COPELAND

will devise new drugs based on
they've discovered for different

o
NANCY JENKINS
The mouse geneticists and husband-wife team

novel targets
cancers.

P ke
JOSE ONUCHIC
Physicists Onuchic and Levine and chemist Wolynes will apply

theoretical physics to cancer and develop an integrated view of the
changes the disease causes in the body.

HERBERT LEVINE

THE RIGHT ENVIRONMENT: Multibillion-dollar
initiative is a huge draw for top researchers

By TODD ACKERMAN
HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Houston is loading up on
superstar cancer scientists,
bankrolled in part by a gener-
ously funded state program
that’s transforming Texas
into the nation’s center of re-
search on the deadly disease.

Three weeks after an inter-

nationally renowned Harvard
geneticist was selected as the
University of Texas M.D. An-
derson Cancer Center’s next
president, Rice University
and the Methodist Hospital
Research Institute have lured
five more heavyweights to
the city. Four were recruited
through the Cancer Preven-
tion and Research Institute of

Texas (CPRIT), the $3 billion
initiative voters approved in
2007.

“These recruits are a spec-
tacular victory for Texas and
Houston,” said Alfred Gilman,
chief scientific officer for
CPRIT. “Word is now flashing
around the world what a great
environment we provide for
cancer researchers.”

iy

CTS BIG GUNS
AINST CANCER

AT RICE UNIVERSITY

s

PETER WOLYNES

All five of the hires, an-
nounced last week, are mem-
bers of the National Academy
of Sciences, the nation’s most
distinguished organization of
scientists. Their addition in-
creases Houston’s total to 17,
and the state’s to 61.

Less than two years in-
to the 10-year program, the
Texas cancer institute has
recruited 24 cancer research-
ers, a mix of powerhouse
scientists, “rising stars” and
first-time faculty.

Please see CANCER, Page A7

Students

could pay
for budget
woes with
less sleep

B HISD might
standardize times
schools begin

to save bus costs

By ERICKA MELLON

HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Tighter budgets could cost
Houston students some extra
sleep next year.

To save an estimated $1.2
million, HISD officials are
considering standardizing the
times that schools start and
end, prompting protests from
parents worried about teen-
agers nodding off in class or
behind the wheel.

For high school students,
the first bell would ring at
7:45 a.m. — at least half
an hour earlier than most
campuses start now. Middle
schools would start the latest,
at 8:45 a.m., and elementary
schools would begin at 7:30
a.m. or 8:30 a.m.

The Houston Independent
School District would be fol-
lowing several neighbors that
stagger schedules to cut bus-
ing costs and have opted to
start high schools earliest. In
Cypress-Fairbanks ISD, the

Please see HISD, Page A6

ALARM BELLS

HISD is considering
changing the times schools
begin and end. The proposed
new hours would be:

m Elementary schools:
7:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. or
8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.

m Middle schools:
8:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.

m High schools:
7:45 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
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FIT FOR A KING?: Juanita Saenz cleans a desk made in the 1800s and belonging to R. Allen Stanford,
who was said to put its value in the millions of dollars. Auctioneers put it closer to $10,000.

The remnants of disgraced financier R. Allen Stanford’s
crumbled empire are up for grabs to the highest bidder

EAGLE EYE: This Baccarat crystal eagle retails
new for $55,000. “There’s boxes and boxes of
Baccarat china,” said auctioneer Seth Worstell.
“Every glass would cost $100 to replace.”

Created on Adobe Document Server 2.0
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That was the

appears to have
inflated.

1800s — but
it’s probably
worth closer
to $10,000.

MORE
MUNDANE:
Stanford coffee
mugs are for sale.

By RONNIE CROCKER
HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Allen Stanford con-
ducted business in
Houston from behind

desk that was once
owned by a king.

as with so much else concerning
the disgraced financier, the claim

It’s a nice piece of furniture — an
8-foot-by-4-foot Victorian partner’s
library table with drawers
on all sides, dating
almost certainly to
the early or mid-

$3 million antique
items.

talk, anyway. But

been wildly royalty.

That’s the nearest comparable
asking price that Seth Worstell,
who will be auctioning off the desk
and thousands of other items seized
from Stanford’s Houston offices in
a court-ordered sale on Saturday,
could find in his research of similar

And Worstell’s dad, a veteran
of more than half a century in the
auction business, said he “seriously
doubts” it was ever owned by

“He was clever, a very clever

promoter,” Harry Worstell said
of Stanford, the Mexia native

and former high-

roller now locked

up on charges of
orchestrating what
prosecutors say was
a multibillion-dollar
Ponzi scheme.

From the time
authorities pounced
in early 2009,
Stanford has denied

Please see STANFORD,
Page A6

Marathon
energizes
shale site
prospects

m Oil company
pays $3.5 billion
for ‘cornerstone
asset’ in S. Texas

By TOM FOWLER

HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Marathon OQil is buying
big into the shale boom that’s
driving much of the industry
— paying $3.5 billion to dou-
ble its acreage in South Texas’
Eagle Ford play, and setting a
record per-acre price.

Houston-based Marathon
said it will buy 141,000 acres
in the Eagle Ford from a
venture started just a year
ago by Houston’s Hilcorp En-
ergy and private equity giant
KKR — with the potential for
acquiring 14,000 acres more
through additional rights and
leasing.

Subtracting the return
Marathon can expect from
existing wells on the prop-
erty, the per acre price comes
to about $21,000 — a likely
record for the Eagle Ford.

“We do believe the Eagle
Ford is the premier uncon-
ventional play in the United
States,” said Dave Roberts,
executive vice president of
upstream operations for Mar-
athon Oil, in an interview
with the Houston Chronicle.
“This will be the corner-
stone asset we have in North
America.”

But he emphasized the
Please sece MARATHON, Page A7

DROUGHT
WATCH

MAY RAINFALL

A roundup of regional rainfall
totals for the month of May:
May Departure

Site rainfall from norm
College Station 3.37° -1.68"
Conroe 0.66" -4.96"
Galveston 0.38” -3.327
Houston (Bush) 0.33" -4.82"
Houston (Hobby) 0.19” -4.92”
Huntsville 2.697 -2.39”
Pearland 0.22” -3.53”
Sugar Land 0.53" -3.09”

Source: National Weather Service

TIP: Make suggestions to your
employer about ways to save
water and money at work.
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e Park at Our Door
e Locally Stored

No matter where you purchased
your furs, let Sakowitz store
them in our state of the art,
humidity controlled, COLD
storage vaults, out of harm’s way.
We also offer

fur cleaning/conditioning,
repairing

and remodeling service.
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RENTON, N.J. — New Jersey’s

pugnacious, budget-cutting Gov. Chris

Christie — widely mentioned as a
potential Republican candidate for president — is
catching grief for taking a state helicopter to his
son’s high school baseball game.

Critics portrayed him as a
hypocrite, given his tough
talk about runaway spending,
and Democrats called for an
investigation Wednesday.
GOP leaders, meanwhile,
were mute.

“Governor Christie
obviously doesn’t include
himself in his hollow call for
shared sacrifice,” Democratic
state Assemblyman Paul
Moriarty said.

Christie spokesman
Michael Drewniak said there
was nothing illegal or
inappropriate about the
governor’s use of the
helicopter. But Drewniak
would not say precisely why
Christie chose to fly or
whether he plans to repay

purposes.

While state police
helicopters cost $2,500 an
hour to operate, State Police
Superintendent Rick Fuentes
said that giving Christie a lift
did not cost taxpayers
anything extra because the
pilots need to put in flying
time to keep their skills
sharp.

Christie, his wife, Mary
Pat, and an aide arrived by
helicopter just before
Tuesday night’s game
between Delbarton High
School and St. Joseph’s of
Montvale began in Montvale.
The couple stepped off the
aircraft and into a trooper-
driven car that drove them
100 yards to the bleachers,

__-:—-____-
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CHRISTOPHER COSTA: ASSOCIATED PRESS/PATCH.COM
NO REIMBURSEMENT: New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, right,
exiting a state helicopter to attend his son’s high school baseball
game Tuesday, rejected calls reimburse the state for the flight.

troopers. The Christies left
during the fifth inning, and

Andrew, attends Delbarton, a
Catholic prep school, where

the state for the use of the
aircraft for unofficial

where they watched the game
while flanked by state

play was stopped briefly he plays catcher.
while the helicopter took off.
The governor’s oldest son, — ASSOCIATED PRESS

POTPOURRI

‘Octomom’
fertility doctor
loses license

The California medical
board has revoked the license
of the fertility doctor who
helped “Octomom” Nadya
Suleman become the mother
of 14 children through
repeated in vitro treatments,
according to a decision made
public Wednesday.

The Medical Board
of California said it was
necessary to revoke Dr.
Michael Kamrava’s license to
protect the public.

The revocation takes
effect July 1. The Beverly
Hills fertility doctor has
acknowledged implanting 12
embryos into Suleman, then
33, prior to the pregnancy
that produced her octuplets.
It was six times the norm for
a woman her age.

m RECOVERING: A star
of Disney’s Camp Rock 2
who suffered a compound
fracture of his right leg
in a motorcycle accident
in Malibu, Calif., had one
in a series of surgeries
Wednesday to mend his
broken bones. Matthew
“Mdot” Finley was on a
Ducati motorcycle on a ride

The latest Lance Armstrong doping
controversy raced into high gear Wednesday
as it was revealed the bike racing champion’s
lawyers have demanded an on-air apology
from CBS News.

Later in the day, CBS News chairman Jeff

Fager rejected the demand,
saying the network stands
by its report as “truthful,
accurate and fair.”

The battle of wills
features a confrontation
between two famous
Texans: Armstrong
and new CBS Evening

News anchor Scott
Pelley, whose May 22
report claimed
A . Armstrong
; tested
positive
for a
banned
substance
. at the
2001 Tour
de Suisse.
“Lance
Armstrong
and his
lawyers
were given
numerous
opportunities
to respond to

CBS News says it won’t
apologize to Armstrong

every detail of

our reporting for
weeks prior to the
broadcast and their
written responses
were fairly and
accurately included
in the story,” Fager
said in his response.

The objections
from Armstrong’s
attorneys come as
Pelley prepares to
take over Monday
as the anchor of the
evening newscast.

Armstrong’s former teammate, Tyler
Hamilton, said on 60 Minutes that Armstrong
tested positive for the banned substance EPO
at the 2001 Tour de Suisse but that “people
took care of it” and “figured out a way for
it to go away.” Hamilton has twice tested
positive for banned substances, and said
Armstrong gave him drugs.

Pelley reported that a letter from a
government investigator to the lab that tested
Armstrong said that Armstrong’s urine
sample was “suspicious” and “consistent
with EPO use.” Pelley futher reported
that Armstrong and his team manager
met with the lab director, and later made
two donations totaling $125,000 to the
organization that polices doping.

Late Wednesday, the Associated Press
reported that the director of the Swiss anti-

SCOTT PELLEY'’s
60 Minutes
report revealed
new allegations
of drug use by
Lance Armstrong
made by a former
teammate.

with friends last Thursday
when the 23-year-old actor
hit a rough patch in the road
and slid for an unknown
distance before plunging off
a cliff on Mulholland Drive,
according to his spokesman.

— FROM WIRE REPORTS

WINNING NUMBERS

Bicycle racing great

s LANCE ARMSTRONG
continues to deny
allegations that he has
used performance-
enhancing drugs.

doping laboratory informed federal
authorities last fall that Armstrong’s
test results from the 2001 Tour
de Suisse were “suspicious” and
“consistent with EPO use.” However
this contradicts previous statements
made by Martial Saugy, the lab
director.

— FROM WEB AND WIRE REPORTS
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participated in the second
and third rounds of the Bee
on stage. During round three
in the afternoon, the 12-year-
old fidgeted while waiting
for his word, “bailiwick.”
Tangirala correctly spelled
the word. But his onstage
spelling combined with the
results of a 25-word exam
failed to garner the minimum
score and he was eliminated.
— WASHINGTON BUREAU

H b/
It just wasn’t
his hailiwick
WASHINGTON- Sivateja
Tangirala’s bid for a national
spelling title was cut short
Wednesday when the Sugar
Land native failed to qualify
for the semifinal round of
the 2011 Scripps National

Spelling Bee. Tangirala was
one of 275 spellers who
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Weiner
can’t make
Twitter
flap vanish

B Congressman,
who may run for
N.Y. mayor, vague
about Web photo

By KAREN TUMULTY
and FELICIA SONMEZ

WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — In a mo-
ment that will probably go
down in the annals of how
not to handle a crisis, Rep.
Anthony Weiner, D-N.Y., in-
sisted again on Wednesday
that he was not the one who
sent a suggestive photo from
his Twitter account — but told
NBC News that “I can’t say
with certitude” whether the
now-famous image was of his
own crotch.

In a series of television
interviews, Weiner attempted
to tamp down the furor that
began over the
weekend when
a waist-down
photograph of
a man in his
underwear ap-
peared briefly
on his page on
the social net-
— working site.
The tweet, which Weiner said
he deleted when he saw it,
was addressed to a college
student who follows him on
the service.

The questions regarding
the incident continued into a
fourth day, fueled in part by
the fact that the controversy
was perfect early-summer
fodder for cable news, and
that it involves a lawmaker
who is both an intense parti-
san and an adept user of new
media.

WEINER

‘You would know ...’

As CNN showed the image
on the screen, a puzzled Wolf
Blitzer pressed Weiner: “You
would know if this was your
underpants ...”

“I appreciate you continu-
ing to flash that at me,” Wein-
er said in a tone that made it
clear he didn’t.

Weiner insisted again that
the episode was “a prank”
and “a hoax.” But his re-
sponses — and lack of them
— assured the controversy
would continue.

He said that he has hired
a lawyer and a security firm,
which he did not name, to
investigate the matter.

Meanwhile, Gennette Ni-
cole Cordova, the 21-year-old
Seattle-area student to whom
the tweet was addressed,
wrote in the New York Dai-
ly News that she has never
met Weiner. She added that
“there have never been any
inappropriate exchanges be-
tween Anthony Weiner and
myself, including the tweet
picture in question, which
had apparently been deleted
before it reached me.”

Most puzzling to many
veterans of past Washington
imbroglios is why Weiner
would not clarify whether he
is indeed the person in the
photo, which is presumably
something he would have a
pretty good idea about.

Famous phrases

His answer ranks “some-
where below ‘no controlling
legal authority’ and above
‘wide stance’,” said Demo-
cratic crisis-management
specialist Chris Lehane.

Lehane was referring to
the infamous phrases that
then-Vice President Al Gore
used to describe questionable
fundraising activities in 1996,
and the phrase former Sen.
Larry Craig, R-Idaho, used in
2007 to explain how he came
to be arrested for lewd con-
duct after tapping the foot of
an undercover officer in a re-
stroom stall in Minneapolis.

Lehane said that politi-
cians do well “to get ahead of
the information” by disclos-
ing as much as they can.

Nor does it help that the
whole situation has some
echoes of a grade-school play-
ground.

“When your name is Wein-
er, you get a lot of people
who are doing mischievous
things, making jokes about
your name,” the congressman
told Brett Baier on Fox News
Channel.

Twitter’s chief spokesman,
Sean Garrett, declined to dis-
cuss the particulars of the
Weiner incident, or to say
whether the social network-
ing site has any clues as to
who sent the tweet.
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** Subject to credit approval. To qualify for this offer, you must open a Dillard's Credit Card or Dillard's American Express@ Card account and make $100 of net purchases (merchandise less tax, adjustments and returns) with your Dillards Credit Card or Dillard's American Expvess Card at Dillard's stores
or dillards.com the same day you open your account. The 10% Welcome Shopping Pass will be sent to you in your first statement and is valid for 10% off all merchandise purchases up to $1,000 (maximum discount $100) made in-store or online at dillards.com on the day of your choice. Shopping

Pass must be used by the expiration date printed on the pass. Employees, officers and directors of Dillard's Inc. are not eligible for this offer.

The Dillard’s American Express® Card is issued and administered by GE Money Bank. American Express is a federally registered service mark of American Express and is used by GE Money Bank pursuant to a license.




Sign guestbooks
and offer your
condolences at

chron.com/obits.

2006 29' TOWABLE TRAILERS

e

© SHOWER ® BATHROOM ® KITCHEN ® MASTER
BEDROOM ® LIVING ROOM ® SLEEPS 4-6
© CenTRAL AIR CONDITIONING ® SEVERAL

To CHoose AT EacH LocaTion

1701 E 1-10 Baytown (I-10 & THompson Rb.)

713-793-6372

21103 |-45 NORTH - ACROSS FROM SPLASHTOWN

713-793-6522

10711 S.W. Freeway @ BeLTwAY 8 - INBOUND

713-758-0988

10831 1-45 SoutH

713-793-6376




